
Fatherôs Day 
 

With Fatherôs day coming up this month, I wanted to focus on the calling we have as 
dads. When I counseled for Gateway Crisis Pregnancy Center in New Jersey, I had the job of 
talking to the fathers who came in. Now, by and large most women came alone, but Iôd have a 
decent amount of dads Iôd get the chance to talk to, as well. One of things, Iôd always tell these 
future dads that one of their jobs as future dad is to be a pastor to their family. That isnôt to say 
they have to go to seminary and study the scriptures for years like a pastor of a church. That is 
to say that they werenôt only responsible for their familyôs physical well-being, but also for 
their spiritual well-being. This is a crucial part of the call you have from God as a dad. After 
all, what good is it if youôre able to provide for your family the bread that feeds only for a little 
and neglect to provide them the bread that feeds to eternal life, Jesus Christ. (John 6:35) 

 
This idea that the Father is the pastor of his family comes especially from Ephesians 

5:25. There it says, ñ25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her.ò Basically for dads, the model for raising our families and loving our 
wives, our childrenôs moms is Jesus. Our love is to follow the love of Jesusô sacrificial love 
who gave himself up on the cross for the church of all believers.  Yet, Jesus was also the good 
shepherd or who leads his flock. Another word for shepherd is pastor. Ephesians 5: 23 says, 
ñFor the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church.ò So, we 
are called, by God, as fathers to be leader of our families, including being a pastor to them, in a 
certain sense, who takes care of the familyôs spiritual well-being. 

 
So what does this mean for us dads? Well it means, at the most basic level, that we 

have a call from God to take our families to church. As Godôs under-shepherds, we have a re-
sponsibility to lead our family to the Good Shepherd, Jesus, so that they can hear him as they 
hear the Bible. Now sometimes, dads have to work on Sunday mornings. Yet, often times, as 
dads, weôre missing church because weôre shirking our responsibility that we have to our fami-
lies by golfing or doing chores around the house instead of going to church. If weôre doing 
that, weôre falling short to the calling we have from God as dads.  

 
Beyond taking our kids to church, another thing thatôs good practice as dads is to help 

our families make time for devotions. This is taking time to pray with your children and, espe-
cially with little children, reading them Bible stories. I know of a few fathers at Messiah who 
have a great practice of reading the childrenôs Bible to their children before bed. As they grow 
up, giving your family Bible readings to read or reading them a devotion in the morning or at 
night is great practice. Again, often, we fall short of our calling as dads here too, letting the 
craziness of the day get in the way of good habits. 

 
So, being a dad is big calling from God and too often we fall short, especially as it re-

lates to our calling to be pastors to our families. The good news is Jesus died for dads too, for-
giving us for the times we fall short. Then, he doesnôt leave us hanging, but gives us a model 
as the good shepherd so we can be under-shepherds or pastors to our families. So this Fatherôs 
day, as dads, we thank God, our Father, for the blessing of our families and fatherhood and 
pray for his guidance to help us answer the call to be fathers to our families. 

 

Pastor Jacoby 

From Pastor Jacoby 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
M

es
si

ah
 L

ut
he

ra
n 

C
hu

rc
h, 

75
0 

R
in

dg
e 

R
d.

, F
itc

hb
ur

g,
 M

A
 0

14
20

 
97

8-
34

3-
73

97
 

m
es

si
ah

.fi
tc

hb
ur

g@
gm

ai
l.c

om
 

 

 P
as

to
r 

D
av

id
 J

ac
ob

y,
 

 
70

6 
R

in
dg

e 
R

d.
, F

itc
hb

ur
g,

 M
A

 0
14

20
 

97
8-

51
6-

69
63

 (
h)

 o
r 

60
8-

 3
46

-1
58

0 
D

av
id

ja
co

by
65

@
ho

tm
ai

l.c
om

 
 

 M
es

si
ah

 L
ut

he
ra

n 
Le

ar
ni

ng
 C

en
te

r
 

78
0 

R
in

dg
e 

R
d.

, F
itc

hb
ur

g,
 M

A
 0

14
20

 
97

8-
34

5-
59

54
 

m
lc

__
le

ar
ni

ng
ce

nt
er

@
ve

riz
on

.n
et 

 

Messiahôs June 2017 Newsletter 



 Messiahôs  June 2017 Newsletter 

 

Varpuset ja Ihmiset 

 

òAlkªª siiis peljªtkº, te olette suurempiarvoiset kuin monta varpusta.ò Matt.10:31 

Varpuset ovat yleisiª ja halpa-arvoisia.  Niitªhªn on kaikkialla  kaupungeissa, 

kylissª, maaseuduilla.  Jos niistª tuhannen tªnªªn tapettaisiin, tuskin kukaan sitª 

huomaisi, eikª mikªªn sanomalehti antaisi palstojaan asialle.  Ihmiset eivªt vªlitª 

niin vªhªarvoisesta kuin varpunen. Mutta Jumala ruokkii ne ja viisaudessaan ja 

hyvyydessªªn hªn pitªª niistª huolen. 

Me olemme paljon suurempiarvoiset kuin monta varpusta. Mistª sen tiedªmme?.  

Jumala niin sanoo.  Hªnen rakkautensa meihin on niin hªmmªstyttªvªn suuri, 

ettª hªn antoi ainoan poikansa, Herran Jeesuksen, vihauhriksi meidªn syntiemme 

tªhden.  Tªllaista lahjaa Jumala ei ole atanut varpusille, ei edes enkeleille. 

Jumala antoi poikansa lunastamaan meidªt syntiemme vallasta ja pahan 

omantunnon vaivoista.  Meidªt pestiin ja parannettiin Kristuksen kalliilla verellª.  

Syylisyytemme sovitettiin ja kaikki syntimme pyhittiin pois.  Meillª on nyt rauha 

Jumalan kanssa.  Me saamme tulla hªnen eteensª ilman pelkoa. 

Nªin armollinen Isª on kiinnostunut meistª ja elªmªstªmme.  Onko sairautta, 

kªrsimystª ja unettomia ºitª?  Hªn tulee isªllisessª rakkaudessaan meidªn 

tykºmme ja sanoo  lkªª peljªtkº, te olette suurempiarvoiset kuin monta 

varpusta.  Me saamme siis turvallisesti nojata hªneen ja olla varmat ettª allamme 

ovat iankaikkiset kªsivarret.  Hªn nostaa, kantaa ja pelastaa.  Hªn ei 

hetkeksikªªn  jªtª meitª yksin.  Suotta me siis suremme ja pelkªªmme.  Heitª tiesi 

Herran haltuun.  Kyllª hªn sen hoitaa. 

Oi Jumala, sª huolet meistª kannat. Tarpeemme kaikki armostasi annat. 

Suo ettª aina sinuun luotamme; sun hyvyytesi, Isª, turvaamme.  AMEN 

                  

Finnish Devotion 
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2017 Save the Dates!  
 



Sunday Servant Schedule (If you cannot serve when scheduled, please 

 If you would like to serve with communion cleanup, as a counter, serve on a Circle or host a coffee 

fellowship; please contact Pastor Jacoby.  
 

 Altar Flowers Reminder  
Please sign the altar flower chart in the narthex if you would like to present  altar flow-
ers for a particular Sunday. Flowers are $24.00 for two arrangements. Checks should be 
made out to:  DeBonis & Davin Florist, Inc. and given to Linda Sallila or placed in 
mailbox #72.  
 If you have questions please contact Linda Sallila at (978) 342 -4943 or e -mail:  

 

 
WǳƴŜ !ƭǘŀǊ DǳƛƭŘΥ  wŀǳƘŀ ¢ƻǊƴƛ 

WǳƴŜ /ƛǊŎƭŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊΥ  [ƛƴŘŀ {ŀƭƭƛƭŀ 
 

June Birthdays!  
3 Michael Brennan 23 Claire Desmarais 
5 Hailey Purvis  24 Rudy Lahti 
8 Isabelle Rhinhart 24 Susan Moore 
12 John Lahti  26 Anna Soini 
13 Helmi Linnus  26 Ina Soini 
13 Wendy Hietala 26 Mike Mueller 
13 Evan Sallila  30 Lois Moyo 
15 Susan Hubert  30 Jerry Nagle  
15 Nancy Lawrence 
16 Aleksey Soini 
18 Matthew Schneider 
20 Sally Tracy 
22 Ruth LeBlanc 
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  Serving 
June 4, 2017 

Serving 
June 11, 2017 

Serving 
June 18, 2017 

Serving 
June 25, 2017 

Greeter Rochelle Choirniere The Rhinhart Family The Quinn Family Jim and Eila Eagle 

Acolyte Danny Desmarais Claire Desmarais Adam Ross Ryan Frederique 

Reader Brian Cormier Mike Lowe Mike Mueller John Phillips 

Communion 
Asst. 

Dave Haschig Mike Brennan Jerry Nagle Bret Purvis 

Pew        
Communion 

Jerry Nagle Bret Purvis Dave Haschig Jerry Nagle 

Ushers Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 

Communion 
Cleaning 

Rauha Torni  Helli Riutankoski Kris Schneider Susan Moore 

Counters Dave Haschig & Ruth 
Leblanc 

Todd Peltonen & Judy 
Honkala 

Dave Haschig & George 
Whitcraft 

Jim Farnsworth & Lois 
Moyo 

Coffee       
Fellowship 

June Circle Volunteers Volunteers June Birthdays 

Sunday 
School 

Kristine, Everett, Jerry Alicia, Melanie,   
Winslow/Nancy 

No Sunday School  No Sunday School 
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Quilters Meetingsï Come join the quilters the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month in the Messiah Lutheranôs 
church hall from 6-8pm. 

Mansikka Juhla (Strawberry Festival): Sunday, June 11th @ 4PM Messiah Lutheran Church 

Bible Journalingï Thursday, June 15th @ 6:30pm in Messiah Lutheranôs Fellowship Hall.  We will be     
demonstrating and sampling ideas and techniques in journaling,.  There will be samples of journaling Bibles to 
look at.  You are also welcome to bring your own Bible.  Art supplies and light refreshments will be provided. 

Summer Retreat for grades 8-12 @ Pineshore Lutheran Bible Camp (Friday, June 16th drop off @ 
6:30pm thru Saturday June 17th pick up @ 1:00pm) cost is $10.00 please RSVP to Emma Sahlberg by May 26th 
at 508-598-8626 or email emmasahlberg01@gmail.com 

Ev. Trinity Lutheran Church of Clinton will be showing Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World 
Sunday, June 4th @ 2pm at the Historic Strand Theater in downtown Clinton. Tickets sold at the door  $5 for 16 
and older - 15 and under are free. 

The 37th Biennial Convention of the LWML (Thursday June 22nd - 25th) @ Albuquerque Convention Cen-
ter in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Sr. High Youth Event June 24th @ Six Flags New England ïAgawam, MA 

Camp Pineshore Staff & Volunteer Orientation  Saturday, July 8th starting @ 9:30am  @ Camp Pineshore 
in the Big Camp Facility 

Messiah Lutheran Picnic July 9th @ Camp Pineshore  

Orphan Grain Train Picnic August 19th @ Holy Trinity - Terryville, CT 

NED LCMS Educators Conference October 6&7th @ Immanuel - Bristol, CT 

Fall Tri-District Pastoral Conference October 16-18th @ Ocean Edge Resort - Brewster, MA 

Messiah Lutheranôs Congregational Meeting October 29th following worship in the Fellowship Hall 

LWML Fall Retreat November 3-4th @ Holiday Inn - Enfield, CT 
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The ladies of  the guild will be having a table 

of  baked goods for sale on the 1 st Sunday of  

each Month to benefit their mission works.  

Please come buy some tasty treats!!  

Bottle Drive  Starting May 14 - June 18th  

All your giving goes directly to this ministry 
of loving women in the crisis of unplanned 
pregnancies. Our mission is to love them with 
gentle compassion and to tell them the truth.  
We can not do it without you.  Thank you for 
your precious partnership with us. We do not 
take it for granted. May God bless you and 
keep you.  

 "Save some change, make some change."   

 PO Box 511, 515 Main Street,  Fitchburg, 
MA. 01420 978 -342-4244 (phone) 
www.carenetfitchburg.net 
www.friendsofcarenetfitchburg.org  
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Collin James Bean  

Devin Steven Bean  

Nolan Thomas Bean  

May 7, 2017  

Pastoral Conference 

Worship Service  

Beautifying of     

Messiah Lutheran 


